THE CiTY oF SAN DiEGO

Report 10 THE CiTY Coundi

DATE ISSUED: November 24, 2015 REPORT NO: 109
ATTENTION: Charter Review Committee

SUBJECT: Proposed Preamble for the Charter of the City of San Diego
REFERENCE: November 4, 1969 Voter Pamphlet for Proposed Charter Amendments
REQUESTED ACTION:

Review and either approve or give direction to the Director of Legislative Affairs regarding edits to the
proposed Preamble for the Charter of the City of San Diego.

SUMMARY:

Governments usually have a "preamble" to provide a statement-of-purpose before setting forth
provisions of a Constitution. The California and U.S. Constitutions are prefaced by a preamble. A
preamble was proposed by the Charter Review Committee in 1969 and placed on the November 4, 1969
ballot, but failed to garner the necessary votes to pass.

On March 5, 2015 the Committee considered a proposal from Norma Damashek regarding the addition of
a preamble to the city charter. Council President Lightner requested that draft language be prepared and
return for review by the Committee.

Proposed draft language for a possible Premable is as follows:

“City government is the steward of public good. The purpose of the San Diego City Charter is to provide
a system of municipal government which builds on the past, while adapting to inevitable change and the
challenges of the future. It shall be the responsibility of the government established by this Charter to
provide basic services, such as public safety, public works, infrastructure, land use and planning, water
and waste water, parks and recreation and libraries, while still being responsive to the communities it
governs. City government will thereby support the efforts of residents to make San Diego a desirable
place for work and leisure , and to ensure that it is a world class city for all.”

Attachment: General Municipal Election November 4, 1969 Voter pamphlet (Prop A)












